464              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
to prevent a reoccurrence of the  disease  the  following year.
To prevent or control bacillary white diarrhea, disinfect the incubator carefully with any household disinfectant, Pay special attention to the proper cleaning of the trays and nursery. After these are cleaned they should be placed in the sunshine for several hours. When eggs are purchased from another flock, it would be well to ascertain whether the disease existed on that farm the year before. It is often advised that the eggs be wiped with alcohol before they are placed in the incubator. Very little killing of germs is accomplished by this practice, but it is possible that some infection may be removed by the wiping.
If the owner values the health of his flock, he might attempt the removal of all the infected old hens by applying the agglutination test to all the layers. This test is performed in laboratories with special apparatus and cannot be undertaken at home. Blood samples are taken from the wing veins of all the laying hens. The wing vein is cut and the blood flows into tiny quarter-ounce vials. Each vial contains one blood sample appropriately labeled with the number of the bird which is leg-banded beforehand. The samples of blood are packed carefully and sent to a laboratory for testing. When the results of the test are reported, the owner will know which birds should be discarded from the flock. One test is not usually sufficient to rid the flock of all the infected hens. It may require several tests before this is accomplished. The test, properly performed and correctly read or interpreted, is an effective means of controlling this disease.
With the advent of commercial hatcheries, eggs are hatched by millions and distributed over a wide territory. Hatcheries with large capacities collect eggs far and wide and, while they take every possible precaution, it is reasonable to expect that many infected eggs are received. This method of hatching and distribution is, no doubt, responsible for the disease becoming widespread. Many small